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Participating in the conference call were Marc Pitchford, Bill Malm, Bob Eldred, Mark 
Scruggs, John Molenar, Peter Reid, Rich Damberg, Rich Fisher, Scott Copeland, Scott 
Archer, Bruce Polkowsky, and Steven Sakiyama.  The meeting followed the agenda 
distributed to steering committee meeting participants on 9/19/95.  A date and time for 
the next meeting was not selected, but it was agreed that it would not be before January.  
Marc Pitchford will contact steering committee members in December to work out an 
appropriate date and time for the meeting at least a month in advance. 
 
Mark Scruggs and Marc Pitchford indicated that they had not prepared a written Straw 
man procedure concerning use of IMPROVE equipment for other than IMPROVE 
monitoring. However, Mark Scruggs offered the following two statements as proposed 
policy:  For IMPROVE look-a-like sites (i.e. sites funded by the federal land managers 
separate from the IMPROVE program, but using the same contracts, equipment and 
protocols), the NPS will transfer equipment to the FLM that funded the site upon request.  
For IMPROVE sites, the equipment can only be used for IMPROVE program needs, or 
other uses deemed appropriate by the steering committee, so long as there is an 
IMPROVE Program.  There was no disagreement with this suggested procedure. The 
discussion that followed principally concerned why do we need such a policy and how did 
this become an agenda item?  Unless there is any future call for a more formal 
documentation of this issue, it will be considered resolved. 
 
The DRAFT MOU for the IMPROVE Program is no closer to being ready for signatures 
than at the last meeting.  Bruce Polkowsky is managing the EPA review of the DRAFT. 
 
The effort to develop site evaluation criteria is stalled according to Rich Poirot. [Rich was 
not able to be on the conference call but passed the message through Marc Pitchford.]  
At the next meeting we should discuss whether there continues to be a need for these 
criteria, given the decision by EPA to direct their resources to ensuring that each 
IMPROVE site has aerosol monitoring capability. 
 
Bill Malm indicated that the draft IMPROVE annual report would be sent to those 
expressing an interest in reviewing it within about a week.  (It was sent about two weeks 
ago.)  This report features display and analysis of aerosol mass and composition spatial 
and temporal trends.  Anyone who would like to perform a technical/editorial review, and 
who hasn't already received a copy of the draft should contact Bill. 
 
Preparation of the IMPROVE video is preceding according to Bill Malm, though it is 
somewhat behind schedule.  There was some discussion of whether it would be 
completed in time to be shown as part of the independent peer review scheduled in early 
November.  Bill thought it was possible, but shouldn't be counted on. 
Marc Pitchford and Bill Malm briefed the steering committee on plans made to date to 
implement an independent technical peer review of the IMPROVE program.  Seven well 



known and respected scientist agreed to be peer reviewers including Joe Prospero, 
Warren White, Peter Mueller, Peter McMurry, Ron Henry, Petros Koutrakis, and Glen 
Cass.  (At the time of writing this summary, Peter McMurry, Glen Cass, and Joe 
Prospero have indicated that they can not participate due to conflicting schedule 
obligations.)  The peer review would involve sending material that document the design 
and operation of the network to the reviewers prior to a two day meeting.  The first day 
would be a briefing by IMPROVE management and contractors, and the second day 
would be a closed meeting of the peer panel to deliberate and prepare a report of their 
review.  The meeting was scheduled for November 9th and 10th at the Desert Research 
Institute, Water Resources Center Conference Room.  Steering Committee 
representatives are welcome to attend the meeting as well a the pre-meeting 
preparations by Bill Malm, Marc Pitchford, John Molenar, Tom Cahill, and Bob Eldred 
which are scheduled for November 8th at DRI.  Those who would like to attend should 
notify Marc Pitchford, since the scheduled meeting room is rather small (10 persons 
comfortably, 20 maximum).  The report of the peer panel will be circulated to the steering 
committee as soon as it is available. 
 
Marc Pitchford briefed the meeting participant on the current EPA staff thinking 
concerning a role for the IMPROVE aerosol sampler in the PMfine National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards now under development.  The IMPROVE sampler would be given 
prior approval for background area monitoring of fine particles, but not necessarily 
approval as an "equivalent" federal reference method sampler.  Without equivalent 
status, the IMPROVE sampler would not be allowed to determine whether or not an area 
is in compliance with the new standard.  This should not be a disadvantage to the 
IMPROVE program, since we are not interested in determining compliance with ambient 
air quality standards. 
 
 


